
To send your financial gift to Casa Mea... 

• By Check:  Payable to Casa Mea at 6705 Shadow Crest Drive, Plano, TX 75093 

• By Credit Card: Donate online by clicking HERE or visit www.casamea.org and click on “Make a Donation” 

• Other Donations: Contact Jan at 612-227-3239 or email jan@casamea.org to arrange for a monthly 
automatic bank withdrawal, donation of appreciated stock, or other type of financial donation. 
               All contributions to Casa Mea are tax-deductible. Thank you!  

  

The children at Casa Mea are looking forward to summer vacation. 
Vlad will be advancing to the 9th grade (High School!),
Ana Maria will be in 7th grade and enjoys basketball and the school choir,
Cristina will be in 6th grade and loves judo!
Livia who will be in 5th grade is a hip hop dancer,
Stelian will also be in 5th grade and is a great soccer player and also enjoys judo,
Raul will be in 4th grade and is a great athlete enjoying soccer and judo,
Robert will be in 2nd grade and loves dancing and karate, and 
Georgiana will start kindergarten. 
We are grateful that the teachers and coaches allow our children to participate in all of their 
activities free of charge.

SCHOOL IS OUT!

Thanks!

All the Children at Casa Mea

Jessica has also been working 
diligently to secure donations in 
Guatemala as well as in The 

Netherlands. An article in a local 
paper in The Netherlands featured 
Mi Casita and the work we are 
doing there. She has also received 
many donations from 
Guatemalan businesses and lately 
from a Canadian woman living in 
G u a t e m a l a .

 Please check out our updated web site www.casamea.org. Our new Face Book pages are 
https://www.facebook.com/micasitaguatemala and 
https://www.facebook.com/FundatiaCasaMeaPrejmer. Our Guatemala email is 
micasita@outlook.com. Of course, you can always �nd us at 
www.facebook.com/casamearomania.micasitaguatemala. Hope to see you there if not in person.

UPDATED SOCIAL MEDIA

Canadian’s Donations For Guatemala

This summer we are fortunate to welcome three young women from the US 
who will be helping us with the children and all of the other things it takes to 
run our home. Maddy, who will be a sophomore this fall at the University of 
Minnesota, will be with us for 10 days in June. Claire, also a sophomore at the 

University of Minnesota, 
will be with us for 5 weeks 

starting in June. 
Chryse, who hails 
from California, will be 
with us from June 
through August. All of 
us at Casa Mea are 
looking forward to 
all the help our 
summer volunteers 
have to o�er!  

Summer Volunteers

GRATEFUL FOR THE GENEROSITY OF OTHERS

Chryse

Claire in Traditional 
Romanian Costume

Maddy & Claire

Felicia in Romania has been busy all last fall and early this year 
securing donations from the people of Brasov and Prejmer. Her 
church donated paint to repaint all of the walls at Casa Mea. With 
the money she raised from a fund raiser called The Donors’ Circle 
she had additional funds to hire painters and to replace all the 
�ooring in the four bedrooms. All of this was sorely needed as 
the house had not been updated for some time. 

Donors From Romania, Guatemala, & Canada 

Georgiana arrived on April 1st after Child Protection removed her from her 
mother. The two of them were living on the streets and eating from the 
garbage dumps up until that time. Georgiana will be 4 years old this July. 
She is not potty trained nor has she ever been to school. As you probably 
noticed, she came to us with a cast on her broken left arm. Her left arm has 
been broken twice. Recently, the cast was removed and she had surgery to 
remove the pin in that arm. Last week, she broke her right arm. We just 
started her on calcium and vitamin D for her bones, and since she has 
been with us, she has gained 3 kg. We suspect that her frequent breaks are 
a result of improper nutrition while on the streets. Georgiana is a character 
and keeps us all on our toes! But we are all happy to have her.

Mi Casita was �nally approved by the Guatemalan Government on May 4th as a residential home for 
abandoned children. We are licensed for 12 children. These abandoned children will come to us 
between the ages of 0 to 3 years of age with or without cleft lips and/or palates. They will remain with 
us as a family until they decide to move on with their adult lives. We and our sta� are anxiously awaiting 
the arrival of our �rst baby soon! 

  

 

Casa Mea News 

 

Thank You, Cojocaru Family! 

Casa Mea Christmas Cards 
We are absolutely thrilled to announce the beginning 

of a new tradition at Casa Mea:  our Casa Mea 
Christmas Cards! 

 

Each design was hand painted by the children of 
Casa Mea.  The cards will not only raise funds, but also 

awareness of our mission and our foundation. 

 

We hope to continue the tradition every year.  The 
children were excited to learn that their designs would 

be used, and are already excited to work on next 
year’s! 

For anyone interested, it’s not too late to order Casa 
Mea Christmas cards, either for this Christmas, or in 

anticipation of next year!  

Livia rides the bike 
that was a gift from 
the Cojocaru Family 

The Cojocaru Family on Halloween 

This holiday season, we’d like to thank the Cojocaru 
Family, a family of three from Brasov who come nearly 

every weekend to see our kids. 

 

Whether they’re painting, teaching the kids chess, 
helping with homework, or just playing, the kids have 
come to anticipate the Cojocaru Family’s visits, and 
are always so happy to see Bogdan and his family. 

 

They even bought the kids a bike this summer, and 
have taught them each to ride! 

OUR FAMILY IS GROWING!

License Training Sta� In 
Guatemala

Summer 2016

Georgiana On Her 1st Day

Welcome to our newest child 
at Casa Mea…Georgiana

YES! Mi Casita is licensed!

HOLIDAY BLESSINGS
From Romania 

by Felicia, Casa Mea’s Coordinator & Educator, for the �rst Prejmer Charity 
Ball!

What do we do as a society? 
I have recently become fed up with children singing Christmas carols on the 

buses or in front of the supermarkets, begging each passerby for money 
during this holiday season. This was the only thing I saw on my way to work 
each morning! I felt as though I wanted the begging children to just disap-

pear, for me not to see them anymore and become depressed. I was not 
alone in my thoughts. Another person said to the children “what do you 

need? I did not conceive you!” As sleepy as I was, his remark woke me up to 
the cruel reality. None of us have conceived these children, but they weren’t 
conceived alone, they didn’t ask to be conceived. We are a civilized society. 

We cannot leave children abandoned, to die on the streets, just because 
they don’t belong to us. We are far beyond this jungle mentality. And if 

some day, we might not be as lucky as we are now and we might not be able 
to work anymore, I want to believe that people won’t say “it is not my 

responsibility you ended up like this.”
Begging is not the solution. There is an alternative to this – donations to 

charities which use your money in a responsible way.
When we think about orphans or abandoned children, we always think that 

as long as they are not abused and have something to eat and a place to 
sleep, we have accomplished our role. We leave these things for the govern-

ment to deal with and this is good, this is how it should be! We pay lots of 
taxes! However, what these governmental institutions do not provide are 

such things as love, a solid education, sports, games, art, music, all of which 
develop the children’s imaginations and talents and show the children that 

they can do something with their lives. These things are not provided by 
the government because they are perceived as luxuries.   Therefore, what 
can a child expect from his society, his government, his family all of whom 
have o�ered him very little opportunity for either growth or personal de-

velopment! 
What does a child need?

Well, brace yourself. Come to CASA MEA. This is a place in Romania, where 
abandoned children, with their own unique and sad stories, have a HOME. 

They have more than the bare necessities of life. They have opportunity!
What are the bare necessities for an abandoned child? Is it a bed with a roof 

over their heads? Something to eat? Clothes? What kind of life is this for a 
child? What kind of life is this for anybody in a civilized society? I refuse to 
think that this all we can o�er! And I am really happy that children at CASA 

MEA have more than this, because of YOU!
The children at CASA MEA have more than the bare necessities. They have 

responsibilities and opportunities both of which are lacking in the govern-
mental institutions. They know how to spend money, they know the prices, 

they know where they can buy quality items inexpensively, when and 
where there are sales. I am impressed with the maturity they exhibit in 

dealing with their funds. Further, although the sta� cares for them, nobody 
has to ask them to clean their rooms, to help with the laundry, to clean the 

kitchen. They take turns doing chores according to their speci�c age. That is 
exactly what an educated child should do.  What is surprising is that they 

have fun doing the chores. They are learning to be responsible! 
I believe because of small opportunities such as these, they will become 

responsible adults. I realize how important it is for the children to be 
responsible. They are not told that there is a wonderful world out there 

waiting for them. They are told that there will be a time when they need to 
work, to spend their hard earned money wisely, that they will need to 

create their own wonderful world. 
And when they are 18?

Beside all these things, there is one more important thing. They are not just 
some unwanted children who survived in a depressed environment, with a 
little food, some warm place to sleep with some warm clothes as is the situ-
ation in most governmental institutions for such children, where the chil-

dren just survive in these places. As adults, who will care for them then 
since they never learned to be responsible for themselves? How will they 
survive? We feel sorry for them because no adult helped them to discover 
their talents or encouraged them. They had no opportunities to explore 
their unique gifts and talents. And so they beg and due to our guilt, we 

throw some money at them. 
But CASA MEA’S children have opportunities to develop to their fullest po-

tential. Besides school and home responsibilities, they are fortunate 
enough to participate in extracurricular activities such as swimming, soccer, 

bike riding, dance classes, painting, karate, chess, anything that they are 
interested in. These opportunities all push them away from the gut wrench-
ing truth - that they are abandoned by their own parents/families. Regard-
less, they understand that somebody loves them and they are respected. 

People at CASA MEA think of new possibilities all the time, not only to 
assure the children’s wellbeing and development, but also to provide a 

future for these children. Raul, the soccer player, wants to become a profes-
sional when he grows up - he tells me this from his heart. Or maybe he 

changes his mind. But he knows that he can be whatever he chooses to be. 
The important thing is that he feels loved and secure enough to explore his 

options. He has opportunities! This is a major thing! 
AND SO? 

This is the CASA MEA children’s story, this is their everyday life. They get 
ready to become young people, who at 18, are ready for the moment when 
they won’t be somebody else’s responsibility, but their own. And when that 
time comes, they will know they have many options. The world will open for 

them, because of those people who take care of them at CASA MEA and 
because of YOU!

I hope that by telling you what happens at CASA MEA, I have shown you 
that the money you donate is properly used for the purpose of providing 

the children with opportunities so that they will learn to become responsi-
ble adults, not just victims of a family or society who did not want them.  
During this holiday season, the children want to thank you for your help. 

Because of YOU they have love and security, education, activities, responsi-
bilities.   But most importantly for having a place they can call home. All 

because of YOU!
Craciun Fericit si Un An Nou Fericit!

From Mi Casita
by Jessica, Mi Casita’s Administrator

[Pictures 29, 26, 8]
WOW! Look what is erupting in Guatemala! Finally, we had our house 

inspection and now wait for our certi�cate to bring abandoned children 
into our home. We had hoped that we would have at least one child by 

Christmas but the government does not move that quickly! We are so grate-
ful though that our house has passed its inspection. All thanks to YOU!

My mom Christien and her friend Ank raised 135 Euros for Mi Casita at the 
Christmas market in the Netherlands. We are so grateful to them both for 

their hard work on behalf of MI CASITA.
Thanks to all of you for your help this year. Because of YOU we were able to 

get the house totally furnished and ready to receive children from birth to 3 
years old. We hope we can count on your support next year.

Feliz navidad y prospero año nuevo!



To send your financial gift to Casa Mea... 

• By Check:  Payable to Casa Mea at 6705 Shadow Crest Drive, Plano, TX 75093 

• By Credit Card: Donate online by clicking HERE or visit www.casamea.org and click on “Make a Donation” 

• Other Donations: Contact Jan at 612-227-3239 or email jan@casamea.org to arrange for a monthly 
automatic bank withdrawal, donation of appreciated stock, or other type of financial donation. 
               All contributions to Casa Mea are tax-deductible. Thank you!  

  

The children at Casa Mea are looking forward to summer vacation. 
Vlad will be advancing to the 9th grade (High School!),
Ana Maria will be in 7th grade and enjoys basketball and the school choir,
Cristina will be in 6th grade and loves judo!
Livia who will be in 5th grade is a hip hop dancer,
Stelian will also be in 5th grade and is a great soccer player and also enjoys judo,
Raul will be in 4th grade and is a great athlete enjoying soccer and judo,
Robert will be in 2nd grade and loves dancing and karate, and 
Georgiana will start kindergarten. 
We are grateful that the teachers and coaches allow our children to participate in all of their 
activities free of charge.

SCHOOL IS OUT!

Thanks!

All the Children at Casa Mea

Jessica has also been working 
diligently to secure donations in 
Guatemala as well as in The 

Netherlands. An article in a local 
paper in The Netherlands featured 
Mi Casita and the work we are 
doing there. She has also received 
many donations from 
Guatemalan businesses and lately 
from a Canadian woman living in 
G u a t e m a l a .

 Please check out our updated web site www.casamea.org. Our new Face Book pages are 
https://www.facebook.com/micasitaguatemala and 
https://www.facebook.com/FundatiaCasaMeaPrejmer. Our Guatemala email is 
micasita@outlook.com. Of course, you can always �nd us at 
www.facebook.com/casamearomania.micasitaguatemala. Hope to see you there if not in person.

UPDATED SOCIAL MEDIA

Canadian’s Donations For Guatemala

This summer we are fortunate to welcome three young women from the US 
who will be helping us with the children and all of the other things it takes to 
run our home. Maddy, who will be a sophomore this fall at the University of 
Minnesota, will be with us for 10 days in June. Claire, also a sophomore at the 

University of Minnesota, 
will be with us for 5 weeks 

starting in June. 
Chryse, who hails 
from California, will be 
with us from June 
through August. All of 
us at Casa Mea are 
looking forward to 
all the help our 
summer volunteers 
have to o�er!  

Summer Volunteers

GRATEFUL FOR THE GENEROSITY OF OTHERS

Chryse

Claire in Traditional 
Romanian Costume

Maddy & Claire

Felicia in Romania has been busy all last fall and early this year 
securing donations from the people of Brasov and Prejmer. Her 
church donated paint to repaint all of the walls at Casa Mea. With 
the money she raised from a fund raiser called The Donors’ Circle 
she had additional funds to hire painters and to replace all the 
�ooring in the four bedrooms. All of this was sorely needed as 
the house had not been updated for some time. 

Donors From Romania, Guatemala, & Canada 

Georgiana arrived on April 1st after she was taken away from her mother. 
The two of them lived on the streets until last fall.  Georgiana will be 4 
years old this July. As you probably noticed, she came to us with a cast on 
her broken arm. Her left arm has been broken twice. Recently the cast was 
removed and now she has had surgery to remove the pin in that arm. Last 
week, she broke her right arm and have recently started her on calcium 
and vitamin D!  We suspect that her frequent breaks are a result of 
improper nutrition while on the streets. Georgiana is a character and 
keeps us all on our toes! We are all happy to have her. 

Mi Casita was �nally approved by the Guatemalan Government on May 4th as a residential home for 
abandoned children. We are licensed for 12 children. These abandoned children will come to us 
between the ages of 0 to 3 years of age with or without cleft lips and/or palates. They will remain with 
us as a family until they decide to move on with their adult lives. We and our sta� are anxiously awaiting 

the arrival of our �rst baby soon! 

  

 

Casa Mea News 

 

Thank You, Cojocaru Family! 

Casa Mea Christmas Cards 
We are absolutely thrilled to announce the beginning 

of a new tradition at Casa Mea:  our Casa Mea 
Christmas Cards! 

 

Each design was hand painted by the children of 
Casa Mea.  The cards will not only raise funds, but also 

awareness of our mission and our foundation. 

 

We hope to continue the tradition every year.  The 
children were excited to learn that their designs would 

be used, and are already excited to work on next 
year’s! 

For anyone interested, it’s not too late to order Casa 
Mea Christmas cards, either for this Christmas, or in 

anticipation of next year!  

Livia rides the bike 
that was a gift from 
the Cojocaru Family 

The Cojocaru Family on Halloween 

This holiday season, we’d like to thank the Cojocaru 
Family, a family of three from Brasov who come nearly 

every weekend to see our kids. 

 

Whether they’re painting, teaching the kids chess, 
helping with homework, or just playing, the kids have 
come to anticipate the Cojocaru Family’s visits, and 
are always so happy to see Bogdan and his family. 

 

They even bought the kids a bike this summer, and 
have taught them each to ride! 

OUR FAMILY IS GROWING!

License Training Sta� In 
Guatemala

Summer 2016

Georgiana On Her 1st Day

Welcome to our newest child 
at Casa Mea…Georgiana

YES! Mi Casita is licensed!

HOLIDAY BLESSINGS
From Romania 

by Felicia, Casa Mea’s Coordinator & Educator, for the �rst Prejmer Charity 
Ball!

What do we do as a society? 
I have recently become fed up with children singing Christmas carols on the 

buses or in front of the supermarkets, begging each passerby for money 
during this holiday season. This was the only thing I saw on my way to work 
each morning! I felt as though I wanted the begging children to just disap-

pear, for me not to see them anymore and become depressed. I was not 
alone in my thoughts. Another person said to the children “what do you 

need? I did not conceive you!” As sleepy as I was, his remark woke me up to 
the cruel reality. None of us have conceived these children, but they weren’t 
conceived alone, they didn’t ask to be conceived. We are a civilized society. 

We cannot leave children abandoned, to die on the streets, just because 
they don’t belong to us. We are far beyond this jungle mentality. And if 

some day, we might not be as lucky as we are now and we might not be able 
to work anymore, I want to believe that people won’t say “it is not my 

responsibility you ended up like this.”
Begging is not the solution. There is an alternative to this – donations to 

charities which use your money in a responsible way.
When we think about orphans or abandoned children, we always think that 

as long as they are not abused and have something to eat and a place to 
sleep, we have accomplished our role. We leave these things for the govern-

ment to deal with and this is good, this is how it should be! We pay lots of 
taxes! However, what these governmental institutions do not provide are 

such things as love, a solid education, sports, games, art, music, all of which 
develop the children’s imaginations and talents and show the children that 

they can do something with their lives. These things are not provided by 
the government because they are perceived as luxuries.   Therefore, what 
can a child expect from his society, his government, his family all of whom 
have o�ered him very little opportunity for either growth or personal de-

velopment! 
What does a child need?

Well, brace yourself. Come to CASA MEA. This is a place in Romania, where 
abandoned children, with their own unique and sad stories, have a HOME. 

They have more than the bare necessities of life. They have opportunity!
What are the bare necessities for an abandoned child? Is it a bed with a roof 

over their heads? Something to eat? Clothes? What kind of life is this for a 
child? What kind of life is this for anybody in a civilized society? I refuse to 
think that this all we can o�er! And I am really happy that children at CASA 

MEA have more than this, because of YOU!
The children at CASA MEA have more than the bare necessities. They have 

responsibilities and opportunities both of which are lacking in the govern-
mental institutions. They know how to spend money, they know the prices, 

they know where they can buy quality items inexpensively, when and 
where there are sales. I am impressed with the maturity they exhibit in 

dealing with their funds. Further, although the sta� cares for them, nobody 
has to ask them to clean their rooms, to help with the laundry, to clean the 

kitchen. They take turns doing chores according to their speci�c age. That is 
exactly what an educated child should do.  What is surprising is that they 

have fun doing the chores. They are learning to be responsible! 
I believe because of small opportunities such as these, they will become 

responsible adults. I realize how important it is for the children to be 
responsible. They are not told that there is a wonderful world out there 

waiting for them. They are told that there will be a time when they need to 
work, to spend their hard earned money wisely, that they will need to 

create their own wonderful world. 
And when they are 18?

Beside all these things, there is one more important thing. They are not just 
some unwanted children who survived in a depressed environment, with a 
little food, some warm place to sleep with some warm clothes as is the situ-
ation in most governmental institutions for such children, where the chil-

dren just survive in these places. As adults, who will care for them then 
since they never learned to be responsible for themselves? How will they 
survive? We feel sorry for them because no adult helped them to discover 
their talents or encouraged them. They had no opportunities to explore 
their unique gifts and talents. And so they beg and due to our guilt, we 

throw some money at them. 
But CASA MEA’S children have opportunities to develop to their fullest po-

tential. Besides school and home responsibilities, they are fortunate 
enough to participate in extracurricular activities such as swimming, soccer, 

bike riding, dance classes, painting, karate, chess, anything that they are 
interested in. These opportunities all push them away from the gut wrench-
ing truth - that they are abandoned by their own parents/families. Regard-
less, they understand that somebody loves them and they are respected. 

People at CASA MEA think of new possibilities all the time, not only to 
assure the children’s wellbeing and development, but also to provide a 

future for these children. Raul, the soccer player, wants to become a profes-
sional when he grows up - he tells me this from his heart. Or maybe he 

changes his mind. But he knows that he can be whatever he chooses to be. 
The important thing is that he feels loved and secure enough to explore his 

options. He has opportunities! This is a major thing! 
AND SO? 

This is the CASA MEA children’s story, this is their everyday life. They get 
ready to become young people, who at 18, are ready for the moment when 
they won’t be somebody else’s responsibility, but their own. And when that 
time comes, they will know they have many options. The world will open for 

them, because of those people who take care of them at CASA MEA and 
because of YOU!

I hope that by telling you what happens at CASA MEA, I have shown you 
that the money you donate is properly used for the purpose of providing 

the children with opportunities so that they will learn to become responsi-
ble adults, not just victims of a family or society who did not want them.  
During this holiday season, the children want to thank you for your help. 

Because of YOU they have love and security, education, activities, responsi-
bilities.   But most importantly for having a place they can call home. All 

because of YOU!
Craciun Fericit si Un An Nou Fericit!

From Mi Casita
by Jessica, Mi Casita’s Administrator

[Pictures 29, 26, 8]
WOW! Look what is erupting in Guatemala! Finally, we had our house 

inspection and now wait for our certi�cate to bring abandoned children 
into our home. We had hoped that we would have at least one child by 

Christmas but the government does not move that quickly! We are so grate-
ful though that our house has passed its inspection. All thanks to YOU!

My mom Christien and her friend Ank raised 135 Euros for Mi Casita at the 
Christmas market in the Netherlands. We are so grateful to them both for 

their hard work on behalf of MI CASITA.
Thanks to all of you for your help this year. Because of YOU we were able to 

get the house totally furnished and ready to receive children from birth to 3 
years old. We hope we can count on your support next year.

Feliz navidad y prospero año nuevo!



To send your financial gift to Casa Mea... 

• By Check:  Payable to Casa Mea at 6705 Shadow Crest Drive, Plano, TX 75093 

• By Credit Card: Donate online by clicking HERE or visit www.casamea.org and click on “Make a Donation” 

• Other Donations: Contact Jan at 612-227-3239 or email jan@casamea.org to arrange for a monthly 
automatic bank withdrawal, donation of appreciated stock, or other type of financial donation. 
               All contributions to Casa Mea are tax-deductible. Thank you!  

  

The children at Casa Mea are looking forward to summer vacation. 
Vlad will be advancing to the 9th grade (High School!),
Ana Maria will be in 7th grade and enjoys basketball and the school choir,
Cristina will be in 6th grade and loves judo!
Livia who will be in 5th grade is a hip hop dancer,
Stelian will also be in 5th grade and is a great soccer player and also enjoys judo,
Raul will be in 4th grade and is a great athlete enjoying soccer and judo,
Robert will be in 2nd grade and loves dancing and karate, and 
Georgiana will start kindergarten. 
We are grateful that the teachers and coaches allow our children to participate in all of their 
activities free of charge.

SCHOOL IS OUT!

Thanks!

All the Children at Casa Mea

Jessica has also been working 
diligently to secure donations in 
Guatemala as well as in The 

Netherlands. An article in a local 
paper in The Netherlands featured 
Mi Casita and the work we are 
doing there. She has also received 
many donations from 
Guatemalan businesses and lately 
from a Canadian woman living in 
G u a t e m a l a .

 Please check out our updated web site www.casamea.org. Our new Face Book pages are 
https://www.facebook.com/micasitaguatemala and 
https://www.facebook.com/FundatiaCasaMeaPrejmer. Our Guatemala email is 
micasita@outlook.com. Of course, you can always �nd us at 
www.facebook.com/casamearomania.micasitaguatemala. Hope to see you there if not in person.

UPDATED SOCIAL MEDIA

Canadian’s Donations For Guatemala

This summer we are fortunate to welcome three young women from the US 
who will be helping us with the children and all of the other things it takes to 
run our home. Maddy, who will be a sophomore this fall at the University of 
Minnesota, will be with us for 10 days in June. Claire, also a sophomore at the 

University of Minnesota, 
will be with us for 5 weeks 

starting in June. 
Chryse, who hails 
from California, will be 
with us from June 
through August. All of 
us at Casa Mea are 
looking forward to 
all the help our 
summer volunteers 
have to o�er!  

Summer Volunteers

GRATEFUL FOR THE GENEROSITY OF OTHERS

Chryse

Claire in Traditional 
Romanian Costume

Maddy & Claire

Felicia in Romania has been busy all last fall and early this year 
securing donations from the people of Brasov and Prejmer. Her 
church donated paint to repaint all of the walls at Casa Mea. With 
the money she raised from a fund raiser called The Donors’ Circle 
she had additional funds to hire painters and to replace all the 
�ooring in the four bedrooms. All of this was sorely needed as 
the house had not been updated for some time. 

Donors From Romania, Guatemala, & Canada 

Georgiana arrived on April 1st after she was taken away from her mother. 
The two of them lived on the streets until last fall.  Georgiana will be 4 
years old this July. As you probably noticed, she came to us with a cast on 
her broken arm. Her left arm has been broken twice. Recently the cast was 
removed and now she has had surgery to remove the pin in that arm. Last 
week, she broke her right arm and have recently started her on calcium 
and vitamin D!  We suspect that her frequent breaks are a result of 
improper nutrition while on the streets. Georgiana is a character and 
keeps us all on our toes! We are all happy to have her. 

Mi Casita was �nally approved by the Guatemalan Government on May 4th as a residential home for 
abandoned children. We are licensed for 12 children. These abandoned children will come to us 
between the ages of 0 to 3 years of age with or without cleft lips and/or palates. They will remain with 
us as a family until they decide to move on with their adult lives. We and our sta� are anxiously awaiting 

the arrival of our �rst baby soon! 

  

 

Casa Mea News 

 

Thank You, Cojocaru Family! 

Casa Mea Christmas Cards 
We are absolutely thrilled to announce the beginning 

of a new tradition at Casa Mea:  our Casa Mea 
Christmas Cards! 

 

Each design was hand painted by the children of 
Casa Mea.  The cards will not only raise funds, but also 

awareness of our mission and our foundation. 

 

We hope to continue the tradition every year.  The 
children were excited to learn that their designs would 

be used, and are already excited to work on next 
year’s! 

For anyone interested, it’s not too late to order Casa 
Mea Christmas cards, either for this Christmas, or in 

anticipation of next year!  

Livia rides the bike 
that was a gift from 
the Cojocaru Family 

The Cojocaru Family on Halloween 

This holiday season, we’d like to thank the Cojocaru 
Family, a family of three from Brasov who come nearly 

every weekend to see our kids. 

 

Whether they’re painting, teaching the kids chess, 
helping with homework, or just playing, the kids have 
come to anticipate the Cojocaru Family’s visits, and 
are always so happy to see Bogdan and his family. 

 

They even bought the kids a bike this summer, and 
have taught them each to ride! 

OUR FAMILY IS GROWING!

License Training Sta� In 
Guatemala

Summer 2016

Georgiana On Her 1st Day

Welcome to our newest child 
at Casa Mea…Georgiana

YES! Mi Casita is licensed!

HOLIDAY BLESSINGS
From Romania 

by Felicia, Casa Mea’s Coordinator & Educator, for the �rst Prejmer Charity 
Ball!

What do we do as a society? 
I have recently become fed up with children singing Christmas carols on the 

buses or in front of the supermarkets, begging each passerby for money 
during this holiday season. This was the only thing I saw on my way to work 
each morning! I felt as though I wanted the begging children to just disap-

pear, for me not to see them anymore and become depressed. I was not 
alone in my thoughts. Another person said to the children “what do you 

need? I did not conceive you!” As sleepy as I was, his remark woke me up to 
the cruel reality. None of us have conceived these children, but they weren’t 
conceived alone, they didn’t ask to be conceived. We are a civilized society. 

We cannot leave children abandoned, to die on the streets, just because 
they don’t belong to us. We are far beyond this jungle mentality. And if 

some day, we might not be as lucky as we are now and we might not be able 
to work anymore, I want to believe that people won’t say “it is not my 

responsibility you ended up like this.”
Begging is not the solution. There is an alternative to this – donations to 

charities which use your money in a responsible way.
When we think about orphans or abandoned children, we always think that 

as long as they are not abused and have something to eat and a place to 
sleep, we have accomplished our role. We leave these things for the govern-

ment to deal with and this is good, this is how it should be! We pay lots of 
taxes! However, what these governmental institutions do not provide are 

such things as love, a solid education, sports, games, art, music, all of which 
develop the children’s imaginations and talents and show the children that 

they can do something with their lives. These things are not provided by 
the government because they are perceived as luxuries.   Therefore, what 
can a child expect from his society, his government, his family all of whom 
have o�ered him very little opportunity for either growth or personal de-

velopment! 
What does a child need?

Well, brace yourself. Come to CASA MEA. This is a place in Romania, where 
abandoned children, with their own unique and sad stories, have a HOME. 

They have more than the bare necessities of life. They have opportunity!
What are the bare necessities for an abandoned child? Is it a bed with a roof 

over their heads? Something to eat? Clothes? What kind of life is this for a 
child? What kind of life is this for anybody in a civilized society? I refuse to 
think that this all we can o�er! And I am really happy that children at CASA 

MEA have more than this, because of YOU!
The children at CASA MEA have more than the bare necessities. They have 

responsibilities and opportunities both of which are lacking in the govern-
mental institutions. They know how to spend money, they know the prices, 

they know where they can buy quality items inexpensively, when and 
where there are sales. I am impressed with the maturity they exhibit in 

dealing with their funds. Further, although the sta� cares for them, nobody 
has to ask them to clean their rooms, to help with the laundry, to clean the 

kitchen. They take turns doing chores according to their speci�c age. That is 
exactly what an educated child should do.  What is surprising is that they 

have fun doing the chores. They are learning to be responsible! 
I believe because of small opportunities such as these, they will become 

responsible adults. I realize how important it is for the children to be 
responsible. They are not told that there is a wonderful world out there 

waiting for them. They are told that there will be a time when they need to 
work, to spend their hard earned money wisely, that they will need to 

create their own wonderful world. 
And when they are 18?

Beside all these things, there is one more important thing. They are not just 
some unwanted children who survived in a depressed environment, with a 
little food, some warm place to sleep with some warm clothes as is the situ-
ation in most governmental institutions for such children, where the chil-

dren just survive in these places. As adults, who will care for them then 
since they never learned to be responsible for themselves? How will they 
survive? We feel sorry for them because no adult helped them to discover 
their talents or encouraged them. They had no opportunities to explore 
their unique gifts and talents. And so they beg and due to our guilt, we 

throw some money at them. 
But CASA MEA’S children have opportunities to develop to their fullest po-

tential. Besides school and home responsibilities, they are fortunate 
enough to participate in extracurricular activities such as swimming, soccer, 

bike riding, dance classes, painting, karate, chess, anything that they are 
interested in. These opportunities all push them away from the gut wrench-
ing truth - that they are abandoned by their own parents/families. Regard-
less, they understand that somebody loves them and they are respected. 

People at CASA MEA think of new possibilities all the time, not only to 
assure the children’s wellbeing and development, but also to provide a 

future for these children. Raul, the soccer player, wants to become a profes-
sional when he grows up - he tells me this from his heart. Or maybe he 

changes his mind. But he knows that he can be whatever he chooses to be. 
The important thing is that he feels loved and secure enough to explore his 

options. He has opportunities! This is a major thing! 
AND SO? 

This is the CASA MEA children’s story, this is their everyday life. They get 
ready to become young people, who at 18, are ready for the moment when 
they won’t be somebody else’s responsibility, but their own. And when that 
time comes, they will know they have many options. The world will open for 

them, because of those people who take care of them at CASA MEA and 
because of YOU!

I hope that by telling you what happens at CASA MEA, I have shown you 
that the money you donate is properly used for the purpose of providing 

the children with opportunities so that they will learn to become responsi-
ble adults, not just victims of a family or society who did not want them.  
During this holiday season, the children want to thank you for your help. 

Because of YOU they have love and security, education, activities, responsi-
bilities.   But most importantly for having a place they can call home. All 

because of YOU!
Craciun Fericit si Un An Nou Fericit!

From Mi Casita
by Jessica, Mi Casita’s Administrator

[Pictures 29, 26, 8]
WOW! Look what is erupting in Guatemala! Finally, we had our house 

inspection and now wait for our certi�cate to bring abandoned children 
into our home. We had hoped that we would have at least one child by 

Christmas but the government does not move that quickly! We are so grate-
ful though that our house has passed its inspection. All thanks to YOU!

My mom Christien and her friend Ank raised 135 Euros for Mi Casita at the 
Christmas market in the Netherlands. We are so grateful to them both for 

their hard work on behalf of MI CASITA.
Thanks to all of you for your help this year. Because of YOU we were able to 

get the house totally furnished and ready to receive children from birth to 3 
years old. We hope we can count on your support next year.

Feliz navidad y prospero año nuevo!



To send your financial gift to Casa Mea... 

• By Check:  Payable to Casa Mea at 6705 Shadow Crest Drive, Plano, TX 75093 

• By Credit Card: Donate online by clicking HERE or visit www.casamea.org and click on “Make a Donation” 

• Other Donations: Contact Jan at 612-227-3239 or email jan@casamea.org to arrange for a monthly 
automatic bank withdrawal, donation of appreciated stock, or other type of financial donation. 
               All contributions to Casa Mea are tax-deductible. Thank you!  

  

The children at Casa Mea are looking forward to summer vacation. 
Vlad will be advancing to the 9th grade (High School!),
Ana Maria will be in 7th grade and enjoys basketball and the school choir,
Cristina will be in 6th grade and loves judo!
Livia who will be in 5th grade is a hip hop dancer,
Stelian will also be in 5th grade and is a great soccer player and also enjoys judo,
Raul will be in 4th grade and is a great athlete enjoying soccer and judo,
Robert will be in 2nd grade and loves dancing and karate, and 
Georgiana will start kindergarten. 
We are grateful that the teachers and coaches allow our children to participate in all of their 
activities free of charge.

SCHOOL IS OUT!

Thanks!

All the Children at Casa Mea

Jessica has also been working 
diligently to secure donations in 
Guatemala as well as in The 

Netherlands. An article in a local 
paper in The Netherlands featured 
Mi Casita and the work we are 
doing there. She has also received 
many donations from 
Guatemalan businesses and lately 
from a Canadian woman living in 
G u a t e m a l a .

 Please check out our updated web site www.casamea.org. Our new Face Book pages are 
https://www.facebook.com/micasitaguatemala and 
https://www.facebook.com/FundatiaCasaMeaPrejmer. Our Guatemala email is 
micasita@outlook.com. Of course, you can always �nd us at 
www.facebook.com/casamearomania.micasitaguatemala. Hope to see you there if not in person.

UPDATED SOCIAL MEDIA

Canadian’s Donations For Guatemala

This summer we are fortunate to welcome three young women from the US 
who will be helping us with the children and all of the other things it takes to 
run our home. Maddy, who will be a sophomore this fall at the University of 
Minnesota, will be with us for 10 days in June. Claire, also a sophomore at the 

University of Minnesota, 
will be with us for 5 weeks 

starting in June. 
Chryse, who hails 
from California, will be 
with us from June 
through August. All of 
us at Casa Mea are 
looking forward to 
all the help our 
summer volunteers 
have to o�er!  

Summer Volunteers

GRATEFUL FOR THE GENEROSITY OF OTHERS

Chryse

Claire in Traditional 
Romanian Costume

Maddy & Claire

Felicia in Romania has been busy all last fall and early this year 
securing donations from the people of Brasov and Prejmer. Her 
church donated paint to repaint all of the walls at Casa Mea. With 
the money she raised from a fund raiser called The Donors’ Circle 
she had additional funds to hire painters and to replace all the 
�ooring in the four bedrooms. All of this was sorely needed as 
the house had not been updated for some time. 

Donors From Romania, Guatemala, & Canada 

Georgiana arrived on April 1st after she was taken away from her mother. 
The two of them lived on the streets until last fall.  Georgiana will be 4 
years old this July. As you probably noticed, she came to us with a cast on 
her broken arm. Her left arm has been broken twice. Recently the cast was 
removed and now she has had surgery to remove the pin in that arm. Last 
week, she broke her right arm and have recently started her on calcium 
and vitamin D!  We suspect that her frequent breaks are a result of 
improper nutrition while on the streets. Georgiana is a character and 
keeps us all on our toes! We are all happy to have her. 

Mi Casita was �nally approved by the Guatemalan Government on May 4th as a residential home for 
abandoned children. We are licensed for 12 children. These abandoned children will come to us 
between the ages of 0 to 3 years of age with or without cleft lips and/or palates. They will remain with 
us as a family until they decide to move on with their adult lives. We and our sta� are anxiously awaiting 

the arrival of our �rst baby soon! 

  

 

Casa Mea News 

 

Thank You, Cojocaru Family! 

Casa Mea Christmas Cards 
We are absolutely thrilled to announce the beginning 

of a new tradition at Casa Mea:  our Casa Mea 
Christmas Cards! 

 

Each design was hand painted by the children of 
Casa Mea.  The cards will not only raise funds, but also 

awareness of our mission and our foundation. 

 

We hope to continue the tradition every year.  The 
children were excited to learn that their designs would 

be used, and are already excited to work on next 
year’s! 

For anyone interested, it’s not too late to order Casa 
Mea Christmas cards, either for this Christmas, or in 

anticipation of next year!  

Livia rides the bike 
that was a gift from 
the Cojocaru Family 

The Cojocaru Family on Halloween 

This holiday season, we’d like to thank the Cojocaru 
Family, a family of three from Brasov who come nearly 

every weekend to see our kids. 

 

Whether they’re painting, teaching the kids chess, 
helping with homework, or just playing, the kids have 
come to anticipate the Cojocaru Family’s visits, and 
are always so happy to see Bogdan and his family. 

 

They even bought the kids a bike this summer, and 
have taught them each to ride! 

OUR FAMILY IS GROWING!

License Training Sta� In 
Guatemala

Summer 2016

Georgiana On Her 1st Day

Welcome to our newest child 
at Casa Mea…Georgiana

YES! Mi Casita is licensed!

HOLIDAY BLESSINGS
From Romania 

by Felicia, Casa Mea’s Coordinator & Educator, for the �rst Prejmer Charity 
Ball!

What do we do as a society? 
I have recently become fed up with children singing Christmas carols on the 

buses or in front of the supermarkets, begging each passerby for money 
during this holiday season. This was the only thing I saw on my way to work 
each morning! I felt as though I wanted the begging children to just disap-

pear, for me not to see them anymore and become depressed. I was not 
alone in my thoughts. Another person said to the children “what do you 

need? I did not conceive you!” As sleepy as I was, his remark woke me up to 
the cruel reality. None of us have conceived these children, but they weren’t 
conceived alone, they didn’t ask to be conceived. We are a civilized society. 

We cannot leave children abandoned, to die on the streets, just because 
they don’t belong to us. We are far beyond this jungle mentality. And if 

some day, we might not be as lucky as we are now and we might not be able 
to work anymore, I want to believe that people won’t say “it is not my 

responsibility you ended up like this.”
Begging is not the solution. There is an alternative to this – donations to 

charities which use your money in a responsible way.
When we think about orphans or abandoned children, we always think that 

as long as they are not abused and have something to eat and a place to 
sleep, we have accomplished our role. We leave these things for the govern-

ment to deal with and this is good, this is how it should be! We pay lots of 
taxes! However, what these governmental institutions do not provide are 

such things as love, a solid education, sports, games, art, music, all of which 
develop the children’s imaginations and talents and show the children that 

they can do something with their lives. These things are not provided by 
the government because they are perceived as luxuries.   Therefore, what 
can a child expect from his society, his government, his family all of whom 
have o�ered him very little opportunity for either growth or personal de-

velopment! 
What does a child need?

Well, brace yourself. Come to CASA MEA. This is a place in Romania, where 
abandoned children, with their own unique and sad stories, have a HOME. 

They have more than the bare necessities of life. They have opportunity!
What are the bare necessities for an abandoned child? Is it a bed with a roof 

over their heads? Something to eat? Clothes? What kind of life is this for a 
child? What kind of life is this for anybody in a civilized society? I refuse to 
think that this all we can o�er! And I am really happy that children at CASA 

MEA have more than this, because of YOU!
The children at CASA MEA have more than the bare necessities. They have 

responsibilities and opportunities both of which are lacking in the govern-
mental institutions. They know how to spend money, they know the prices, 

they know where they can buy quality items inexpensively, when and 
where there are sales. I am impressed with the maturity they exhibit in 

dealing with their funds. Further, although the sta� cares for them, nobody 
has to ask them to clean their rooms, to help with the laundry, to clean the 

kitchen. They take turns doing chores according to their speci�c age. That is 
exactly what an educated child should do.  What is surprising is that they 

have fun doing the chores. They are learning to be responsible! 
I believe because of small opportunities such as these, they will become 

responsible adults. I realize how important it is for the children to be 
responsible. They are not told that there is a wonderful world out there 

waiting for them. They are told that there will be a time when they need to 
work, to spend their hard earned money wisely, that they will need to 

create their own wonderful world. 
And when they are 18?

Beside all these things, there is one more important thing. They are not just 
some unwanted children who survived in a depressed environment, with a 
little food, some warm place to sleep with some warm clothes as is the situ-
ation in most governmental institutions for such children, where the chil-

dren just survive in these places. As adults, who will care for them then 
since they never learned to be responsible for themselves? How will they 
survive? We feel sorry for them because no adult helped them to discover 
their talents or encouraged them. They had no opportunities to explore 
their unique gifts and talents. And so they beg and due to our guilt, we 

throw some money at them. 
But CASA MEA’S children have opportunities to develop to their fullest po-

tential. Besides school and home responsibilities, they are fortunate 
enough to participate in extracurricular activities such as swimming, soccer, 

bike riding, dance classes, painting, karate, chess, anything that they are 
interested in. These opportunities all push them away from the gut wrench-
ing truth - that they are abandoned by their own parents/families. Regard-
less, they understand that somebody loves them and they are respected. 

People at CASA MEA think of new possibilities all the time, not only to 
assure the children’s wellbeing and development, but also to provide a 

future for these children. Raul, the soccer player, wants to become a profes-
sional when he grows up - he tells me this from his heart. Or maybe he 

changes his mind. But he knows that he can be whatever he chooses to be. 
The important thing is that he feels loved and secure enough to explore his 

options. He has opportunities! This is a major thing! 
AND SO? 

This is the CASA MEA children’s story, this is their everyday life. They get 
ready to become young people, who at 18, are ready for the moment when 
they won’t be somebody else’s responsibility, but their own. And when that 
time comes, they will know they have many options. The world will open for 

them, because of those people who take care of them at CASA MEA and 
because of YOU!

I hope that by telling you what happens at CASA MEA, I have shown you 
that the money you donate is properly used for the purpose of providing 

the children with opportunities so that they will learn to become responsi-
ble adults, not just victims of a family or society who did not want them.  
During this holiday season, the children want to thank you for your help. 

Because of YOU they have love and security, education, activities, responsi-
bilities.   But most importantly for having a place they can call home. All 

because of YOU!
Craciun Fericit si Un An Nou Fericit!

From Mi Casita
by Jessica, Mi Casita’s Administrator

[Pictures 29, 26, 8]
WOW! Look what is erupting in Guatemala! Finally, we had our house 

inspection and now wait for our certi�cate to bring abandoned children 
into our home. We had hoped that we would have at least one child by 

Christmas but the government does not move that quickly! We are so grate-
ful though that our house has passed its inspection. All thanks to YOU!

My mom Christien and her friend Ank raised 135 Euros for Mi Casita at the 
Christmas market in the Netherlands. We are so grateful to them both for 

their hard work on behalf of MI CASITA.
Thanks to all of you for your help this year. Because of YOU we were able to 

get the house totally furnished and ready to receive children from birth to 3 
years old. We hope we can count on your support next year.

Feliz navidad y prospero año nuevo!
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