


Casa Mea has finally found the 
perfect “house parents.” John & 
Ioana have agreed to take on this 
role, although they will not actu-
ally be living at Casa Mea on a full 
time basis. 

John hails from England and 
has had many positions in the 
non-profit area. His background 
is in logistics and information 
technology. He started working 
with a charity in the UK as the 
manager of logistics. This charity 
(sponsored by a subsidiary of the 
Cadbury Group , the Red Cross, and others) was formed as a result of the atrocities of 
the war in the former Yugoslavia.  The mission of this charity was to ease the suffering 
of people who through no fault of their own were victims of the war.  Working for this 
charity, John was in Croatia and Serbia on and off for four years. After the war was 
over, John began concentrating on Romania. He worked with a charity that distrib-
uted baby incubators throughout Romania. 

Working in Romania, John met his wife Ioana, a native Romanian. Ioana is an Econo-
mist and has been Casa Mea’s accountant for the past six years. Together, John and 
Ioana founded The Diana Foundation, a British charity in Romania whose mission is to 
provide a small nursing home for frail, elderly people with a day care center for pre-
school children in Bran (home of Count Dracula’s castle).  They also are importers of 
British heating systems and have their own heating installation company  and a bed 
and breakfast in Bran. John and Ioana have one son who is seven years old. 

As you can see, John & Ioana are people with much experience in the non-profit sec-
tor as well as the for profit sector.  Additionally, they are well known and respected in 
the community. Casa Mea is thrilled that the children will have such compassionate, 
loving “parents.” 

Because Casa Mea is currently fully staffed with 
caring and trustworthy people, Jan and Julia are 
moving to Minneapolis in April. (Brrr, bitterly cold 
winters!) Although their Romanian adventure 
has been packed with rich and rewarding experi-
ences, Jan believes that the time is now to get 
Casa Mea firmly established in the US. 

As you know, Casa Mea is an all volunteer orga-
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nization with no paid staff  outside of Romania. If Casa Mea plans to survive and grow, 
now is the time to make that happen. Any help you can give Jan and Julia during this 
transition period would be most welcome. 

You may recall that Jan sold all of her possessions when she moved to Romania seven 
years ago. If you have an empty house, apartment, unused car, or any household 
items you no longer need or want, please think of lending them to Jan until she gets 
on her feet. 

Remember when our mothers and grandmothers use to do spring house cleaning 
every year? Well, Casa Mea is doing it too! Casa Mea’s website has a whole new look.  
This site was created by professionals and it shows. Please visit our new website at 
www.casamea.org. By clicking on the name or the picture of a specifi c child on the 
page entitled “Our Children” you can view more pictures and information on your 
favorite child. 

Casa Mea also has a new DVD which is now available on our website. The DVD was 
created by Mihai who recently moved from Romania to Canada where he won several 
awards for his creations. We think this DVD is worth an award also so please have a 
look! Our new DVD was paid for by the generous donation of Michael Hoad. Thanks 
Michael! 

One other extremely important “cleaning project” was our re-accreditation. This pro-
cess involves collating and copying numerous offi  cial documents and writing lengthy 
standards. We were so relieved when we obtained our re-accreditation in February. 
This re-accreditation is valid for another three years. Without this, Casa Mea could not 
function as a home for children.  Thanks to all of those who helped with this massive, 
time consuming  project!!

Lastly, we have a new Casa Mea brochure. The cost 
of the design and printing was donated by a Roma-
nian real estate fi rm here in Brasov. Thanks to our 
generous Romanian friends! If you would like some 
brochures for your friends or family, just let us know 
and we will send them off  to you. 

In Romania, the traditional day of love is Dragobete 
(“drag” meaning love). Supposedly, the day is named 
for a Romanian folklore character who became the 
symbol and protection of love and all of the emerg-
ing and blooming nature. It was considered the 
fi rst day of spring and was traditionally celebrated 
on February 24th. Whether the day of love is called 
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To send your fi nancial gift to Casa Mea:

 By Check: payable to Casa Mea at 6705 Shadow Crest Drive, Plano, TX 75093

 By Credit Card: Visit our website at www.casamea.org and click on “Make a Donation”

 Other fi nancial donations: Contact Melanie Clark at 972.306.6705 or at mel@casamea.
org to arrange for a monthly automatic bank withdrawal, donation of appreciated 
stock, or other type of fi nancial donation

If you have specifi c questions regarding how you can help, please call us at 972.306. 6705 or 
email us at jan@casamea.org.

Please note that all contributions to Casa Mea are tax-deductible and 
are recognized with documentation appropriate for your tax records.
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Please Reduce (let us know if we should change you to email distribution or remove you 
from our mailing list), Recommend (let us know about someone new to put on the list), 
Reuse (pass Casa Mea News along to someone you know who might fi nd it of interest) or 
Recycle. Thank you! To switch to email distribution or suggest other additions/changes 
to our mailing list, please email jan@casamea.org.

Thank You!

Valentine’s Day or Dragobete, celebrated on February 14th or the 24th, it is still the day of love 
and was celebrated with much enthusiasm here at Casa Mea! 

Some of the girls got all prepared for our party by “doing” their nails, glossing their lips, and 
getting dressed up. They also helped prepare for our party by making pudding parfaits and 
Susie’s homemade brownies. It was truly a day of love at Casa Mea!


